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	16th assitej world congress and performing arts festival 9–18th may 2008

‘the worlds most important cultural event for children, young people and their families’


	Files
	

	Notes
	


	Element Name
	Introduction

	Element ID
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	The Performing Arts Festival is an exciting and vibrant public festival that connects and engages with children and young people aged between eighteen months and twenty-six, and their families. It will provide audiences with unique opportunities for immersing themselves in culturally relevant, lively and engaging theatre. The Performing Arts Festival will run for 10 days and comprise an exhilarating and thought provoking range of live theatre shows, dance, circus and puppetry and will engage with every primary and secondary school in South Australia.
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	ASSITEJ 2008 has a strong creative theme for the 2008 Program:

Old Knowledge, New Word

This theme provides a foundation for the festival program as a whole. It is intended to provoke questions and consider new perspectives on our contemporary relationship to history, ancient myth or stories and ideas.

The Performing Arts Festival Program will have a special focus on contemporary and traditional indigenous performing arts. Indigenous strands will be woven through the entire program, with a commitment to strong cultural protocols at every Festival event, from workshops to performances and to creating

opportunities to showcase the unique and resonant ceremonial aspects of Indigenous culture at special events.

The performing arts festival program overview

The Performing Arts Festival will deliver everything from innovative live theatre and dance, puppetry to ground-breaking circus for early childhood audiences and their families. You will enjoy clever literary adaptations and intimate solo shows to large-scale multimedia extravaganzas during the spectacular 10 day

program.

Drawing on theatrical and performance traditions from around the globe, the festival will provide its eager audiences with material that will feed and engage their hungry minds. The works place children and young people at

its centre, as intelligent, creative and critical audiences and co-creators.

The performing arts festival program

The Performing Arts Festival program will be broken into the following sections: 

• National Program

• International Program

• Public Space Program

• Festival Club

• Next Generation Project

• Professional Practice (includes master

classes, forums, workshops, conversations

in action)
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	A festival for young people would not be complete without a place to hang out, chill out or zone out. A place to meet your toddler, your eight year old or your grandmother.

With an all ages access policy The Festival Club will feature music, comedy, magic and acts of improvised mayhem.

The Festival Club will also host programmed Festival events including the Playwright Slams, Forums and “Meet the Artists” discussions.
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	The Public Space program will touch and engage with children and young people who do not have the opportunity to experience an in-theatre production.

So, we’re taking it to the streets. 

Productions and performances will be held in: -

• Adelaide’s East End precinct including Rundle Street and Rundle Mall

• North Terrace including the museum and cultural precinct

• Adelaide Festival Centre and Elder Park

	Files
	

	Notes
	



Festival Program – 

National Program

	Section ID
	

	Status
	Incomplete

	Last Updated
	Thurs, April 19

	Author
	KJ


Notes: 

	Element Name
	National Program

	Element ID
	

	Text Copy
	Up to 15 Australian works, from every State and Territory in Australia will be invited to participate in the Performing Arts Festival. The Indigenous program provides strong representation of collaborative works between indigenous and non-indigenous companies and artists.
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	We are seeking to program up to fifteen works from across the world. Works will be selected within a curatorial frame-work which highlights Indigenous artists from our Oceanic neighbour countries, alongside non-Indigenous artists.

The International Showcase program* is proposed to feature contributions from the following countries: -

• North America 2 works

• South America 2 works

• Europe 5 works

• Asia 4 works

• Middle East 1 work

• Oceania 1 work

• Africa 1 work

( * yet to be confirmed)
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	An International Symposium

Engaging. Provoking. Stimulating.

Bringing together the Next Generation of theatre practitioners and producers for young people around the world.

Held over the ten days of the ASSITEJ World Congress and Performing Arts Festival the Next Generation Project will bring together thirty of the worlds young leaders producing theatre for young audiences. 
This international symposium between young artists, administrators and producers will engage, provoke and stimulate its participants to actively engage in the Congress, Festival and via a program of master classes and forums. 

The participants will by invited by an internationally recognized selection committee working in theatre for young people from the distinct regions of the world including Asia Pacific, Africa, Europe, Australia, South America and North America

The Next Generation project aims to: 

To provide a significant professional development opportunity for the Next Generation participant.  
To create an exciting and engaging environment for the Next Generation to stimulate, provoke dialogue and encourage new ideas and enthusiasm toward the development of theatre for young people. 

To provide the Next Generation with the opportunity to establish new relationships with international colleagues in other countries and cultures thus enabling them to further their understanding of world practice.

To create an opportunity for professional exchange which leads to future cross cultural artistic and organizational collaboration.

To provide a flagship project which stimulates greater awareness of the need to engage and provide real opportunities to younger practitioners creating theatre for young people. 

To provide the Next Generation open access to the ASSITEJ Congress and Festival to encourage ownership of the sector and a desire to further their leadership aspirations.

The Next Generation Project recognizes and rewards young achievers by inviting them to join their peers in Adelaide 2008 for the most exciting professional development opportunity of their lives. Consisting of master classes, forums and networking opportunities the program will be facilitated by some of the worlds established thinkers, artists and administrators 

The Next Generation Project participants will leave Adelaide, Australia with new professional and personal skills, friendships and international networks. 

The Next Generation Project is giving young leaders around the world the opportunity to make their dreams come true. 



	Files
	

	Notes
	


	Element Name
	Playwrights Slam

	Element ID
	

	Text Copy
	Presented, as part of the 16th ASSITEJ World Congress and Performing Arts Festival the Playwrights Slam is an international celebration of a diverse and dynamic program of some of the worlds best plays for young audiences. 

The Playwright Slam will expand and celebrate the Congress and Festival theme Old Knowledge, New Word. 

The Playwrights will by invited by an internationally recognized selection committee working in theatre for young people from the distinct regions of the world including Asia Pacific, Africa, Europe, Australia, South America and North America

The Playwrights Slam will be held over three separate nights, with each night taking a specific focus. The reading of the plays will be presented in the language the plays were written in and where possible be read by the playwright. Each Slam will encourage the participation of a young writer writing for young audiences.

The Playwright Slam aims to:

Create a dynamic exchange between artists and audiences 

Highlight the diversity of writing for young audiences from across the world.

Create opportunities for presenter, artists and producers to grow their understanding of different writers and plays.

Promote the potential exchange between writers from different countries.

Promote the opportunity for international exchange and future project development between all participants.

Expand the breadth of participation for the 16TH ASSITEJ Congress and Performing Arts Festival 

Create opportunities for new and young voices to be heard

Develop exchange between the participating ASSITEJ centres and other associated arts organizations in their region and the world 

Stimulate and encourage the practice of writing plays for young audiences

The Playwright Slam recognizes and rewards playwrights by inviting them to join their peers in Adelaide 2008 for one of the most exciting professional development opportunity of their lives. 

The Playwright Slam participants will leave Adelaide, Australia with new professional skills, friendships and international networks. 

The Playwright Slam is providing playwrights the opportunity to share their stories with people from around the world.

The Playwright Slam further strengthens and enhances the 16th ASSITEJ World Congress and Performing Arts Festival desire to bring the world together and grow an understanding of the world’s diversity.
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	These sessions will engage the broad range of delegates that attend, including companies, artists, festival directors, producers, teachers and educators.

These sessions will include master classes and forum on a broad range of topics.
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